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Question 1 
Identify three differences in the city design of New Delhi and 

Shahjahanabad. 

Solution: 

New Delhi had broad roads and sprawling bungalows instead of 

crowded mohallas and by lanes like Shahjahanabad. 

The city had better water supply and a good drainage system, 

whereas the water supply and drainage system was totally neglected 

in the walled city. 

New Delhi was clean and hygienic with tree lined avenues while 

Shahjahanabad was a city of over flowing drains and stench. 

 

Question 2 

Who lived in the “white” areas in cities such as Madras? 

Solution: 

In cities such as Madras, the British lived in well-laid out “white” 

areas. 

 

Question 3 
What is meant by de-urbanisation? 
 



 

Solution:  

In the late eighteenth century, Calcutta, Bombay and Madras rose in 

importance as Presidency cities. They became the centres of British 

power. At the same time, a host of smaller cities declined. 

Many towns manufacturing specialised goods declined due to a drop 

in the demand for what they produced. Old trading centres and ports 

could not survive when the flow of trade moved to new centres. 

Similarly, earlier centres of regional power collapsed when local rulers 

were defeated by the British and new centres of administration 

emerged. This process is described as de-urbanisation. 

 

Question 4 

why did the British choose to hold a grand Durbar in Delhi although it 

was not the capital? 

Solution: 
The British understood the importance of Delhi and many extravagant 

events were held there. In 1877, Viceroy Lytton organised a Durbar to 

acknowledge Queen Victoria as the Empress of India and to underline 

the fact that the British were in power and not the Mughals. 

 

Question 5 
How did the Old City of Delhi change under British rule? 

Solution: 
In 1888 plans were drawn to extend the Old City of Delhi. A scheme 

called the Lahore Gate Improvement Scheme was planned by Robert 

Clarke. The plan had a market square around which shops were built. 

Streets were built in a grid pattern and were identical in width, size 

and character. Land was divided into regular areas for the 

construction of neighbourhoods. 



 

In 1936, the Delhi Improvement Trust was set up and it built areas like 

Daryaganj South for wealthy Indians. Houses were grouped around 

parks. Within the houses, space was divided according to new rules of 

privacy. 
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